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Course Description 
 
An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of 
prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a 
variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions 
among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and 
the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing (Source: English Language and 
Composition Course Description, apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
 
Course Resources 
Unit One  
Albert Einstein’s letter 
Jody Heyman, We Can Afford to Give Parents a Break 
Sandra Day O’Connor and Roy Rommer, Not by Math Alone 
Joan Didion, On Morality 
Fredrick Douglass, Learning How to Read. 
The Declaration of Independence. 
Thomas Paine, Rights of Man 
Khaled Hosseini, Kite Runner 
  
Unit Two  
Firoozeh Dumas, Funny in Farsi 
George Orwell, Politics of the English Language 
Amy Tan, Mother Tongue 
Robert Ramirez, The Barrio 
Geoffrey Nunberg, How Much Wallop Can a Simple Word Pack 
 
Unit Three 
Maya Angelou, I Know Why The Cage Bird Sings 
Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglas 
Annie Dullard, An American Childhood 
Sherman Alexie, Superman and Me 
Richard Rodriguez, Aria: A Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood 
Annie Dillard, The Writing Life 
 Donald Murray, The Stranger in the Photo Is Me 
Selections from previously published student work 
  
Unit Four 
John Steinback, The Grapes of Wrath 
Henry David Thoreau, Civil Disobedience 
Joseph Perkins, Homeless: Expose the Myth 
Ann Quindlen, Homeless 
 Lars Eighner, On the Dumpster 
Stephanie Ericsson, The Way We Lie 
Barbara Lazear Ascher, On Compassion 
Chitra Divakaruni, Live Free and Starve 
Jonathan Swift, A Modest Proposal 



 
 
Unit Five 
Charles Dickens, Hard Times 
Rebecca Harding Davis, Life In The Iron Mill 
Barbara Ehrenreich, From Serving in Florida 
Thomas Carlye, Labour 
Ellen Goodman, In Praise of a Snail’s Pace 
Tillie Olsen I Stand Here Ironing 
Marilyn Gardner, More Working Parents Play “Beat the Clock” 
Amelia Warren Tyagi, Why Women Have to Work 
Claudia Wallis, The Case for Staying Home 
Christopher Mele, Sick Parents Go to Work 
Charles Murray, Should the Obama Generation Drop Out? and Should a College Degree Be Essential? 
 
Unit Six 
Public Statement by Eight Alabama Clergymen 
Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from Birmingham Jail 
Dudley Randall, Ballad of Birmingham Jail 
Martin Luther King Jr., I Have A Dream 
Claude McKay, If We Must Die 
Narrative of Fredrick Douglas 
 
Unit Seven 
Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 
Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carry  
 
Pacing Guide 

Unit Title  Time Frame  
Unit One:  Introduction to Arguments   4 Weeks  
Unit Two:  Language   3 Weeks  
Unit Three:  Language (Memoir as an 
Expression of Freedom) 

5-7 Weeks  

Unit Four: Poverty   6-8 Weeks  
Unit Five:  Work   3 Weeks  
Unit Six:  Struggle for Equality  4 Weeks  
Unit Seven:  Science/Technology  4 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 – Introduction to Arguments   
Four Weeks  
 
Overview 
In this unit, students will Students will analyze the relationship between subject, speaker and audience. 
(Rhetorical triangle).  Students will examine various texts and identify the use and effectiveness of the 
rhetorical appeals to logos, ethos, and pathos.  Students will be able to identify the various rhetorical 
modes. Students will use various techniques to organize their information gathered from their close 
readings.  
 
 



Essential Questions 
 

Ø How do audience and purpose determine format and rhetorical structures? 
Ø How can the organizational of information from close reading assist with the overall 

understanding of text?  
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will become familiar with terms for rhetorical devices and with the basic format of the 
AP exam. 

Ø Students will analyze the relationship between subject, speaker and audience. (Rhetorical triangle) 
Ø Students will examine various texts and identify the use and effectiveness of the rhetorical 

appeals to logos, ethos,   and pathos. 
Ø Students will be able to identify the various rhetorical modes. 
Ø Students will use various techniques to organize their information gathered from their close 

readings.  
 
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø CS: RL.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, RL.11.5 

Ø CS: RI.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

Ø 11-12.RI.03 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Ø 11-12.W.02..Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audiences knowledge level concerns values and possible biases. 

Ø W.11.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization and style are 
appropriate to task purpose and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

Ø SL.11.1-Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Ø L.01.Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention can change over time and is 
sometimes contested. 

Ø L.03 Vary syntax for effect consulting references (e.g. Tuftes Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

Differentiation 
Ø Modeling 
Ø  Provide an advanced graphic organizer based on text structure	
Ø  Provide a glossary of terms 
Ø  Use visual aids, such as whiteboard, overhead, PowerPoint, or charts	



Ø  Strategic grouping Allow the student to take notes, highlight, or write in the text, or provide a 
copy of the text so that the student can mark directly on the text	

Assessments 
Ø Style Essay 
Ø Definition Essay 
Ø Prepared Oral Presentation 
Ø Self-Evaluation  
Ø AP Practice Exam 
Ø Vocabulary Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 
 
 
 
Unit 2 Language  
3 Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will examine the structure of definition and narrative essays through review of 
complex text.  Through this work, students be able to examine several memoirs to identify and understand 
how each author uses various  techniques, including but not limited to, figurative language, diction, and 
dialogue, to relay purpose, achieve a distinct voice and appeal to a specific audience. 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How does language reveal identity? 
Ø How can textual evidence unmask the understanding of complex text?  
Ø How is author’s purpose tied to the narrative elements if any?  

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will examine the structure of definition and narrative essays. 
Ø Students will be able to examine several memoirs to identify and understand how each author 

uses various  techniques, including but not limited to, figurative language, diction, and dialogue, 
to relay purpose, achieve a distinct voice and appeal to a specific audience. 

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø CS: RL.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, RL.11.5 



Ø CS: RI.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

Ø 11-12.RI.03 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Ø 11-12.W.02..Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audiences knowledge level concerns values and possible biases. 

Ø W.11.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization and style are 
appropriate to task purpose and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

Ø SL.11.1-Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Ø L.01.Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention can change over time and is 
sometimes contested. 

Ø L.03 Vary syntax for effect consulting references (e.g. Tuftes Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

Differentiation 
Ø Modeling 
Ø  Provide an advanced graphic organizer based on text structure	
Ø  Provide a glossary of terms 
Ø  Use visual aids, such as whiteboard, overhead, PowerPoint, or charts	
Ø  Strategic grouping Allow the student to take notes, highlight, or write in the text, or provide a 

copy of the text so that the student can mark directly on the text	
Assessments 

Ø Style Essay 
Ø Definition Essay 
Ø Prepared Oral Presentation 
Ø Self-Evaluation  
Ø AP Practice Exam 
Ø Vocabulary Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 
 
Unit 3 – Language (Memoir as an Expression of Freedom)  
Five to Seven Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to Students will examine the structure of compare/ contrast, descriptive 
and narrative essays. Students will be able to examine several memoirs to identify and understand how 
each author uses various techniques, including but not limited to, figurative language, diction, and 
dialogue, to relay purpose, achieve a distinct voice and appeal to a specific audience. 
 



 
Essential Questions 

Ø How does an experience influence a writer’s style and purpose? 
Ø How does the use of voice empower an individual? 
Ø How is language used to influence human behavior and perception? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will examine the structure of compare/ contrast, descriptive and narrative essays. 
Ø Students will be able to examine several memoirs to identify and understand how each author 

uses various techniques, including but not limited to, figurative language, diction, and dialogue, 
to relay purpose, achieve a distinct voice and appeal to a specific audience. 
 

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 
Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 
Standards Addressed 

Ø CS: RL.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, RL.11.5 

Ø CS: RI.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

Ø 11-12.RI.03 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Ø 11-12.W.02..Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audiences knowledge level concerns values and possible biases. 

Ø W.11.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization and style are 
appropriate to task purpose and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

Ø SL.11.1-Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Ø L.01.Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention can change over time and is 
sometimes contested. 

Ø L.03 Vary syntax for effect consulting references (e.g. Tuftes Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

Differentiation 
Ø Modeling 
Ø  Provide an advanced graphic organizer based on text structure	
Ø  Provide a glossary of terms 
Ø  Use visual aids, such as whiteboard, overhead, PowerPoint, or charts	
Ø  Strategic grouping Allow the student to take notes, highlight, or write in the text, or provide a 

copy of the text so that the student can mark directly on the text	
Assessments 

Ø Style Essay 



Ø Definition Essay 
Ø Prepared Oral Presentation 
Ø Self-Evaluation  
Ø AP Practice Exam 
Ø Vocabulary Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Unit 4 – Poverty    
Six to Eight Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will write analytical and argumentative essays and reflections. Students will compare 
and contrast various forms of text for content and structure. Students will use research skills to write an 
expository essay in which they synthesize a variety of text and use citations to support their assertions.  
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How is poverty viewed as an issue? 
Ø How does society view those that live below or at the poverty line? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will write analytical and argumentative essays and reflections. 
Ø Students will compare and contrast various forms of text for content and structure. 
Ø Students will use research skills to write an expository essay in which they synthesize a variety of 

text and use citations to support their assertions.  
 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø CS: RL.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, RL.11.5 

Ø CS: RI.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

Ø 11-12.RI.03 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Ø 11-12.W.02..Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audiences knowledge level concerns values and possible biases. 



Ø W.11.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization and style are 
appropriate to task purpose and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

Ø SL.11.1-Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Ø L.01.Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention can change over time and is 
sometimes contested. 

Ø L.03 Vary syntax for effect consulting references (e.g. Tuftes Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

Differentiation 
Ø Modeling 
Ø  Provide an advanced graphic organizer based on text structure	
Ø  Provide a glossary of terms 
Ø  Use visual aids, such as whiteboard, overhead, PowerPoint, or charts	
Ø  Strategic grouping Allow the student to take notes, highlight, or write in the text, or provide a 

copy of the text so that the student can mark directly on the text	
Assessments 

Ø Style Essay 
Ø Definition Essay 
Ø Prepared Oral Presentation 
Ø Self-Evaluation  
Ø AP Practice Exam 
Ø Vocabulary Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Unit 5 – Work  
Three Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to examine the use and effect of various syntactical strategies.  Through 
this analysis, students will be able to examine the use and effect of figurative language within various 
texts.  Students will have opportunity to to read, analyze and synthesize various sources to defend a 
position from complex text.   
 

Essential Questions 
 

Ø How does an experience influence a writer’s style and purpose? 
Ø How does our work shape or influence our lives? 

 
 
 
 



Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will be able to examine the use and effect of various syntactical strategies. 
Ø Students will be able to examine the use and effect of figurative language within various texts. 
Ø Students will be able to read, analyze and synthesize various sources to defend a position.  

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø CS: RL.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, RL.11.5 

Ø CS: RI.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

Ø 11-12.RI.03 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Ø 11-12.W.02..Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audiences knowledge level concerns values and possible biases. 

Ø W.11.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization and style are 
appropriate to task purpose and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

Ø SL.11.1-Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Ø L.01.Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention can change over time and is 
sometimes contested. 

Ø L.03 Vary syntax for effect consulting references (e.g. Tuftes Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

Differentiation 
Ø Modeling 
Ø  Provide an advanced graphic organizer based on text structure	
Ø  Provide a glossary of terms 
Ø  Use visual aids, such as whiteboard, overhead, PowerPoint, or charts	
Ø  Strategic grouping Allow the student to take notes, highlight, or write in the text, or provide a 

copy of the text so that the student can mark directly on the text	
Assessments 

Ø Style Essay 
Ø Definition Essay 
Ø Prepared Oral Presentation 
Ø Self-Evaluation  
Ø AP Practice Exam 
Ø Vocabulary Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 



Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 
experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 
communities and structured learning experiences. 

Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Unit 6 – Struggle for Equality  
Four Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to identify the use and impact of parallel structure within various texts. 
Students will identify the use and impact of syllogism as a rhetorical device.   
 

Essential Questions 
 

Ø How should an individual react when faced with injustice? 
Ø How do our differences define us? 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
Ø Students will be able to identify the use and impact of parallel structure within various texts. 
Ø Students will identify the use and impact of syllogism as a rhetorical device.   

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø CS: RL.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, RL.11.5 

Ø CS: RI.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

Ø 11-12.RI.03 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Ø 11-12.W.02..Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audiences knowledge level concerns values and possible biases. 

Ø W.11.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization and style are 
appropriate to task purpose and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

Ø SL.11.1-Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Ø L.01.Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention can change over time and is 
sometimes contested. 

Ø L.03 Vary syntax for effect consulting references (e.g. Tuftes Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 



Differentiation 
Ø Modeling 
Ø  Provide an advanced graphic organizer based on text structure	
Ø  Provide a glossary of terms 
Ø  Use visual aids, such as whiteboard, overhead, PowerPoint, or charts	
Ø  Strategic grouping Allow the student to take notes, highlight, or write in the text, or provide a 

copy of the text so that the student can mark directly on the text	
Assessments 

Ø Style Essay 
Ø Definition Essay 
Ø Prepared Oral Presentation 
Ø Self-Evaluation  
Ø AP Practice Exam 
Ø Vocabulary Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Unit 7 – Science/Technology  
Four Weeks  
 
Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to identify how the style of various text mirrors the content of their texts.  
Student will be able to write compositions that model the style of professional writers. 
Students will be able to utilize research skills to synthesize ideas found in several sources to express a 
position on  an assigned topic. 
 

Essential Questions 
 

Ø How is considering morality when utilizing technology important?  
Ø How are identifying the various text mirrors vital to their understanding of text structure?  

Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will be able to identify how the style of various text mirrors the content of their texts. 
Ø Student will be able to write compositions that model the style of professional writers. 
Ø Students will be able to utilize research skills to synthesize ideas found in several sources to 

express a position on  an assigned topic. 
 

Technology Infusion 
Ø 8.1.12.A.1 Create a personal digital portfolio which reflects personal and academic interests, 

achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources. 
Ø 8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 

audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 
Standards Addressed 



Ø CS: RL.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, RL.11.5 

Ø CS: RI.11.1-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

Ø 11-12.RI.03 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals ideas or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Ø 11-12.W.02..Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audiences knowledge level concerns values and possible biases. 

Ø W.11.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization and style are 
appropriate to task purpose and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

Ø SL.11.1-Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Ø L.01.Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention can change over time and is 
sometimes contested. 

Ø L.03 Vary syntax for effect consulting references (e.g. Tuftes Artful Sentences) for guidance as 
needed apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

Differentiation 
Ø Modeling 
Ø  Provide an advanced graphic organizer based on text structure	
Ø  Provide a glossary of terms 
Ø  Use visual aids, such as whiteboard, overhead, PowerPoint, or charts	
Ø  Strategic grouping Allow the student to take notes, highlight, or write in the text, or provide a 

copy of the text so that the student can mark directly on the text	
Assessments 

Ø Style Essay 
Ø Definition Essay 
Ø Prepared Oral Presentation 
Ø Self-Evaluation  
Ø AP Practice Exam 
Ø Vocabulary Test 

21st Century Learning Connection 
Ø 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning 

experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning 

communities and structured learning experiences. 
Ø 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 

 


